Working Group
Akita

Country of Origin: Japan
Weight Range: 75-110 lbs
Height Range: 24-28 in
Lifestyle: Usually unsuitable with children; Thrives in cold climates;
Content to live/sleep outdoors; Content to live/sleep outdoors;
Difficult to obedience train; May be troublesome with other dogs;
Needs an experienced handler; Needs early, firm training and
socialization; Good watchdog; Sheds a lot; Requires a lot of living
space

Y, ) Ao 4 Daily Exercise: 1 hour
Daily Care: brushing several tlmes a week
Colors: Black, Brown, Fawn, Red, White, Silver, With Various Overlay or Undercoat colors
Life Expectancy: 10-12 years
Possible Health Problems: hip dysplasia, bad knees, popping hocks, hypothyroidism, progressive retinal
atrophy, patellar luxation, von Willebrand’s disease, bloat, sebaceous adenitis, pemphigus, lupus, cancer
Possible Behavior Problems: tendency to get into dog fights, dominance towards owners, stubbornness,
territoriality, aggression towards other dogs
Use today: companion, security
First Bred For: large game hunting, dog fighting, guarding
Character Traits: many are even tempered, some are difficult to handle, undemonstrative, aloof with
strangers well trained individuals make excellent companions, poised, regal, devoted to family

Alaskan Malamute

Country of Origin: United States (Alaska)

Origin of Name: named after the Innuit tribe, Mahlemuts, from upper-
Western Alaska

Weight Range: 85-125 |bs

Height Range: 23-28 in

Lifestyle: Unsuitable for urban living; Thrives in cold climates; Content to
live/sleep outdoors; Requires lots of physical exercise; Sheds a lot; Requires
a lot of living space; Great with children; Should not be left along for long
periods of time; Requires professional obedience training; May suffer in hot,
humid weather

Daily Exercise: 1 hour

Daily Care: professional stripping in spring

. Colors: Black/White, Brown/White, Gray/White, Red/White, White,
Sable/White, Seal/White, Silver/White, Blue/White

Life Expectancy: 12 years

Possible Health Problems: hip dysplasia, skin disorders, hypothyroidism, dwarfism in the legs, cataracts, bloat,
degeneration of the kidneys, heart problems, bleeding disorders

Possible Behavior Problems: dominance, food stealing, stubbornness, destructiveness if left alone too long,
roaming, howling, aggression toward other dogs, territoriality

Use today: companion, sled pulling, sled racing

First Bred For: sled pulling and hunting

Character Traits: very strong, great endurance, easily bored



Bernese Mountain Dog
Country of Origin: Switzerland

Weight Range: 87-90 |bs

Height Range: 23-27.5 in

Lifestyle: Unsuitable for urban living; Thrives in cold climates; Content
to live/sleep outdoors; May suffer from excessive heat; Good
watchdog; Needs an experienced handler; Requires a lot of living
space; Requires a lot of exercise; May suffer from heat and humidity
Daily Exercise: 1 hour

Daily Care: brushing 3 times a week

Colors: Tri-color, Black/Rust, Black/Tan, Rust/White

Life Expectancy: 10-12 years

Possible Health Problems: eyelid problems, hip dysplasia, elbow

dysplasia, bloat, cancer (rare malignant and mast cell tumors),
shoulder lameness, OCD (joint disorder), retinal atrophy, thyroid problems, kidney problems

Possible Behavior Problems: not good with strangers, oriented to one person or family, dominance —
obedience training requirement, destructiveness when left alone, food stealing, timidity

Use today: Companion

First Bred For: drafting (cart pulling), livestock herding, guarding

Character Traits: readily learns obedience, successful in the show ring, a sloppily affectionate giant, alert,
energetic, stable, very attentive, very strong, muscular, will bark but not bite, may be afraid of unfamiliar
people

Boxer

Country of Origin: Germany

Weight Range: 55-70 |bs

Height Range: 21-25 in

Lifestyle: Good with children; Suitable for urban living; Suitable for
hot/sunny climates; Requires minimal grooming; Easy to obedience
train; Sheds a little; Requires a large living space; Intolerant of cold
weather

Daily Exercise: 20 minutes

Daily Care: brushing once a week

Colors: Brindle, fawn, black white/tan, white

“’| Life Expectancy: 12 years

Possible Health Problems: corneal ulcers, bloat, cancerous tumors, digestive problems, heart disease, hip
dysplasia, progressive retinal atrophy, hypothyroidism, colitis,

Possible Behavior Problems: Puppy-mill-bred individuals may be either very timid or aggressive, restless,
disobedient. Others may be either timid or dominant, and may steal food, drool, and snore. May be flatulent.
Use today: Companion

First Bred For: guarding, bull baiting, bear-fighting, pit fighting

Character Traits: very active, positive, strong, boisterous, self-confident, fun-loving, ideal family dog, lifelong
puppy-like behavior, fast reaction time, can create unintentional havoc, muscular, intimidating appearance, an
excellent house protector, gentle as a lamb with children, calm, loving, very affectionate, very cleans, grooms
itself regularly




Bullmastiff
Country of Origin: Great Britain

Weight Range: 90-130 |bs

Height Range: 25-27 in

Lifestyle: Suitable for urban living with a yard; Suitable for
hot/sunny climates; Thrives in cold climates; Requires minimal
grooming; Not easy to obedience train; Good watchdog; Good
with children, but may take wild play too seriously; Requires a

lot of space; Sheds little
Daily Exercise: 20 minutes
Daily Care: brushing once a week

brindle

; " Life Expectancy: 10-12 years
TP o Tt A e 3 ! Possible Health Problems: hip and elbow dysplasia, eyelid
problems, bloat, tumors, progressive retinal atrophy, torsion, obesity

Possible Behavior Problems: dominance toward people, aggression, leash pulling, stubbornness

Use today: Companion, guarding

First Bred For: guarding and catching intruders

Character Traits: speed, strength, endurance, handsome, powerful, can be stubborn, resistant to training,
overly protective of its family, firm, dependable, warm loving family dog, very lively, powerful, energetic
outdoors, content to spend downtime with owners, dislike exercise in hot weather, very territorial, not
aggressive with strangers, very serious, good obedience students,

Cane Corso

Country of Origin: Italy

Weight Range: 80-140 |bs

Height Range: 22-28 in

Lifestyle: Suitable for urban living; Suitable for
hot/sunny climates; Requires minimal grooming; May
be troublesome with other dogs; Not easy to
obedience train; Good watchdog/guard dog; Needs

handler; Content to be outside; Requires regular
exercise; Requires large living space

Daily Exercise: 1 hour

Daily Care: minimal care

Colors: Variety of colors

Life Expectancy: 10-11 years

Possible Health Problems: bone and joint problems, hip and elbow dysplasia, bloat, hypothyroidism
Possible Behavior Problems: aggression, stubbornness, dominance, serious training required

Use today: Companion, security

First Bred For:

Character Traits: classic mastiff without loose skin, robust, drools less, can be aggressive with strangers,
amenable companion when fully trained, very intelligent, self-confident, alert, great strength, courageous,
natural guard dog

Colors: Fawn, fawn brindle, red, red brindle, red fawn, red fawn

early training and socialization; Needs an experienced



Doberman Pinscher

Country of Origin: Germany

Weight Range: 66-88 |bs

Height Range: 25.5-27 in

Lifestyle: Suitable for urban living; Suitable for hot, sunny climates;
Poorly adapted for intense cold; Requires minimal grooming; Easy to
obedience train; May be troublesome with other dogs; Sheds little,
heavier seasonal shedding; Should never be trained to attack;
Requires a strong, firm owner and early training; Not suitable for
inexperienced owner; Requires a lot of exercise; Not suitable with
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children

Daily Exercise: 45 minutes

Daily Care: brushing once a week, occasional bath and drip dry

Colors: Black/Rust, Blue/Rust, Fawn/Rust, Red/Rust, White, Black, Black/Tan, Blue, Blue/Tan, Brindle, Brown,
Brown/Rust, Brown/Tan, Fawn, Fawn/Tan, Red, Red/Tan

Life Expectancy: 12 years

Possible Health Problems: hip dysplasia, von Willebrand’s disorder, bloat, heart disease, hypo-thyroid disease, liver
disease, immune-deficiency disorders, cancer, spinal problems in old age

Possible Behavior Problems: nervousness, fear biting, shyness, viciousness, snapping, biting, challenging owner for
dominance, timidity, indoor restlessness, touch shyness, territoriality, quick-temperedness in some puppy-mill
individuals

Use today: companion, security, service dog

First Bred For: guarding

Character Traits: obedient, alert, resourceful, calmer, mellower, very bright, loves to have a job to do, independent,

suspicious of strangers

Giant Schnauzer

Country of Origin: Germany

Weight Range: 70-77Ibs

Height Range: 23.5-27.5 in

Lifestyle: Suitable for urban living with large yard; Thrives in cold
climates; Content to live and sleep outdoors; Easy to obedience
train; May be troublesome with other dogs; Good watchdog;
requires a lot of exercise; Extensive feeding requirements; Sheds
little; High indoor energy level; Good with children; Requires early
obedience training

Daily Exercise: 45 minutes

Daily Care: brushing 3 times a week, professional stripping in spring

Colors: Black, pepper & salt, black/tan, fawn
Life Expectancy: 11-12 years

Possible Health Problems: hip dysplasia, shoulder and hip arthritis, progressive retinal atrophy, epilepsy, heart defects,
OCD (joint disorder), glaucoma

Possible Behavior Problems: indoor restlessness, dominance challenges to owner, stubbornness, aggression towards
other dogs

Use today: Companion, service

First Bred For: cattle herding, butcher’s drover, guarding
Character Traits: not afraid to considerable power to defend its territory, powerful, enjoys a good run, calm,
affectionate, bright, easily trained, may be over-protective of family



Great Dane
Country of Origin: Germany

Weight Range: 100-120 lbs

Height Range: 28-30 in

Lifestyle: Good with children; Suitable for urban living if large
enough space; Requires minimal grooming; Gets on well with
other dogs/pets; Requires a moderate amount of physical
exercise; Sheds little; Cannot tolerate temperature extremes;
Requires early training

Daily Exercise: 35 minutes

Daily Care: weekly brushing
Colors: Black, black/white, blue, brindle, fawn, harlequin, mantle, merle, white, blue/white, blue brindle,
chocolate, chocolate/white, chocolate brindle, mantle merle, merlequin, silver
Life Expectancy: 10 years
Possible Health Problems: hip dysplasia, bloat, bone cancer, heart disease, tumors, hip and elbow arthritis,
overeating, HOC (painful, swollen joints), deafness, enlarged heart, difficulty walking, bone disease, stiffness
and soreness from lack of exercise
Possible Behavior Problems: possible dominance and aggressiveness in poorly bred dogs — very dangerous,
given their size! Be careful to find a reputable breeder. May knock over small toddlers.
Use today: Companion, guarding

First Bred For: war dog and large mammal hunting
Character Traits: dignified, affectionate, elegant, distractive, gentle, love to be close to their family, very
gentle, companionable, playful,

Great Pyrenees
Country of Origin: France

Weight Range: 90-132 |bs

Height Range: 26-32 in

Lifestyle: Unsuitable for urban living; Thrives in cold climates; Requires a lot
of grooming; Content to sleep/live outdoors; Good watchdog; Requires lots
of physical exercise; Sheds a lot; Gentle and caring with children; Requires
early training and socialization

Daily Exercise: 35 minutes

Daily Care: brushing and combing 3 times a week, regular eyebrow trims
Colors: White

Life Expectancy: 11-12 years

Possible Health Problems: hip dysplasia, bloat, eyelid problems

Possible Behavior Problems: dominance, guarding, protectiveness,

aggression

Use today: Companion, guarding, snow rescue dogs

First Bred For: herding sheep

Character Traits: patience, nobility, courageous, will go into defensive mode if its territory is invaded, large,
good-natured, obedient, hardworking, affectionate, devoted to owners they respect, aggressive towards
strangers



Great Swiss Mountain Dog
Country of Origin: Switzerland

Weight Range: 130-135 Ibs

Height Range: 23.5-28.5 in

Lifestyle: Unsuitable for urban living; Thrives in cold
climates; May suffer from excessive heat; Content to
live/sleep outdoors; Requires a lot of grooming; Good
watchdog; Sheds seasonally; Calm with other
animals; Good with children

Daily Exercise: 45 minutes

Daily Care: brushing once a week

Colors: Black/White/Red, Blue/White/Tan, Red/White
Life Expectancy: 10-11 years
Possible Health Problems: hip dysplasia, bloat, OCD (joint disorder), torsion, splenic torsion, hypothyroidism,

dilated esophagus
Possible Behavior Problems: guarding behavior, dominance, aggression
Use today: Companion, police dogs

First Bred For: drafting, fighting dogs, bodyguards
Character Traits: gentle with humans, can sometimes be troublesome with other dogs, loyal, courageous,
bright, wise, naturally quiet, alert the approach of strangers

Mastiff

Country of Origin: Great Britain

. Origin of Name: the Anglo-Saxon word masty, means “powerful”

| Weight Range: 175-190 Ibs

| Height Range: 27.5-30 in

Lifestyle: Suitable for urban living only with large yard; Suitable for
hot/sunny climates; Thrives in cold climates; Requires minimal
grooming; Good watchdog; Requires a large living area; Requires a lot of
food; Requires sensible handling; Sheds little; Requires early training
and socialization; Easy to obedience train; Good with children

Daily Exercise: 20 minutes

Daily Care: shedding blade once a week
LS ST Colors: Apricot, brindle, fawn

Life Expectancy: 10-12 years
Possible Health Problems: hip and elbow dysplasia, eyelid problems, knee luxation, hypothyroidism, OCD
(joint disorder), HOD (painful, swollen joints), eye defects, strokes, epilepsy, cardiomyopathy, bloat, arthritis of
the spine

Possible Behavior Problems: snoring, drooling or wheezing, possible food stealing, possible fear-biting,
wariness or strangers, tendency to track in dirt, can knock over small toddlers

Use today: Companion, guarding

First Bred For: a military and fighting dog
Character Traits: easygoing, can be very protective of its owners, exceptionally powerful, can be difficult to
control, heavy, courageous, good obedience students, easygoing, good-natured, some are agile, gets dirty



Newfoundland

Country of Origin: Canada

Weight Range: 110-150 lbs

Height Range: 26-28 in

Lifestyle: Good with children; Unsuitable for urban living;
Thrives in cold climates; Requires a lot of grooming; Easy to
obedience train; Content to live/sleep outdoors; Good guard
dog; Sheds a lot; Gets along well with other dogs/pets;
Requires a lot of exercise

Daily Exercise: 45 minutes
Daily Care: brushed and combed once a week and more often in the summer
Colors: Black, Brown, Gray, Black/White, Beige, Black/Tan, White/Brown, White/Gray
Life Expectancy: 11 years
Possible Health Problems: hip dysplasia, eyelid problems, heart disease, bloat, hypothyroidism, OCD (joint
disorder), heart abnormality
Possible Behavior Problems: Few -- inclination to rescue anyone from the water regardless of their desire or
need, drooling, they love any water and may even try to climb into their water bowl
Use today: Companion, sea rescue, draft work

First Bred For: to pull nets and boats ashore in cod fisheries

Character Traits: friendly, benign, happy, lung capacity for long-distance swimming, slightly prone to drooling
saliva, a benevolent giant, a loyal friend, huge, patient, intelligent, courageous, friendly with everyone, loves
to swim, webbed feet

Portuguese Water Dog

Country of Origin: Portugal

Weight Range: 35-55 |bs

Height Range: 17-22.5 in

Lifestyle: Suitable for hot, sunny climates; Easy to obedience

_' train; Requires lots of physical exercise; Good watchdog; No-

& shedding, Non-allergenic, waterproof coat; Suitable for urban
living with enough exercise; Good with children; Sheds little
Daily Exercise: 1 hour

Daily Care: a lot of brushing, combing, and professional clipping:

. & lion clip (shorn rear), working clip (all hair intact)

Colors Black Brown Whlte BIack/Whlte Brown/White, Black/Silver, Brown Brindle, Tri-Color

Life Expectancy: 12-14 years

Possible Health Problems: hip dysplasia, progressive retinal atrophy, fatal neurological disorder, glycogen
storage disease, deafness

Possible Behavior Problems: chewing, jealousy, territoriality, barking, attention-demanding

Use today: companion, guarding, retrieving

First Bred For: working with fishermen, pulling nets through the water, herding fish into nets, retrieving lost
and broken tackle, bearing messages from boat to boat, and catching rabbits on land

Character Traits: strong, loyal, slightly suspicious by nature, has webbed feet, loves water, demand attention,
playful, curious, can be calm house pets, may herd or guard children



Rottweiler

Country of Origin: Germany

Weight Range: 90-110 lbs

Height Range: 23-27 in

Lifestyle: Suitable for urban living; Minimal grooming required; Easy to obedience
4 train; May be troublesome with other dogs; Needs lots of physical exercise; Good

watchdog/guard dog; Sheds a lot; Requires early training and socialization; Not for
a first time dog owner; Usually good with children, but should be supervised; May
suffer from excessive heat

Daily Exercise: 35 minutes

Daily Care: brushing once a week

Colors: Black/mahogany, black/rust, black/tan

Life Expectancy: 11-12 years

Possible Health Problems: sub-aortic stenosis, hip and elbow dysplasia, hypothyroidism, osteosarcoma,
juvenile cataracts, elbow dysplasia, OCD (joint disorder), progressive retinal atrophy, other retinal problems,
heart defects, bloat, cancer

Possible Behavior Problems: biting; wariness of strangers; food stealing, guarding food, place, and objects;
willful disobedience; aggression; snoring; excessive barking

Use today: Companion, police dog, guarding

First Bred For: cattle/guard dog
Character Traits: impressively handsome, family dog, guard dog, it can show its temper, powerful in body and
jaws, can offer formidable protection, strong, calm, courageous, sure of itself, may herd people and children

Saint Bernard

Country of Origin: Switzerland

Weight Range: 110-200 lbs

Height Range: 24-28 in

Lifestyle: Good with children if raised with them; Unsuitable for
urban living; Content to sleep/live outdoors; Thrives in cold
climates; Longhaireds shed a lot, Shorthaireds shed some;
Requires a large living space; Drools excessively; May suffer in

excessive heat (needs a pool or air conditioning); Gets along well
with animals it has been raised with

Daily Exercise: 35 minutes

Daily Care: brushing 3 times a week if longhaired, brushing slightly less if shorthaired

Colors: Brindle/white, brown/white, mahogany/white, orange/white, red/white, rust/white

Life Expectancy: 11 years

Possible Health Problems: hip dysplasia, bloat, tumors, skin conditions, heart disease, eyelid problems
Possible Behavior Problems: food stealing; willful disobedience; dominance, overtimid, fearful, phobias, and
fear-biting (especially of puppy-mill individuals)

Use today: Companion

First Bred For: hauling, companionship, guard dogs, rescue work
Character Traits: excellent pathfinding and scent abilities, can locate people during snowstorms, benevolent
hulk, impressively muscular giant, mammoth size, strong, massive, calm, loud barks, high protection level



Samoyed
Country of Origin: Russia

Weight Range: 50-66 |bs

Height Range: 18-22 in

Lifestyle: Good with children; Suitable for urban living; Thrives in cold climates;
Requires a lot of grooming; Content to live/sleep outdoors; Requires lots of
physical exercise; Good watchdog; Requires early obedience training; May be
difficult to obedience train; Dislikes hot weather; Sheds some

Daily Exercise: 45 minutes

Daily Care: regular brushing at least twice a week, occasional baths

Colors: Biscuit, Cream, White, White/Biscuit

Life Expectancy: 12 years

Possible Health Problems: hip dysplasia, progressive retinal atrophy, glaucoma, retinal detachment, skin
conditions, arthritis, cataracts, diabetes, hypothyroidism

Possible Behavior Problems: roaming, house soiling, barking, restlessness and mischievous destructiveness if
not exercised and left alone too long

Use today: companion

First Bred For: reindeer herding

Character Traits: exceptionally good natured friendly dog, particularly enjoys human companionship, not
aggressive, loyal, obedient, gentle, sociable, calm, loving, very vocal, good with patient training, works as a
team, can be very attached to owner, guards, herds, hunts, very active, beautiful

Schnauzer

Country of Origin: Germany

Weight Range: 32-34lbs

Height Range: 18-20 in

Lifestyle: Suitable for urban living; Thrives in cold climates;
Easy to obedience train; May be troublesome with other
dogs; Good watchdog; Needs lots of physical exercise;

Hardly sheds at all; Playful and tolerant with children;

Requires firm early obedience training; Should be kept on
. : lead near traffic

Daily Exercise: 1 hour

Daily Care: brushed 3 times a week, professional hand-stripping and trimming

Colors: Black, salt & pepper

Life Expectancy: 12-14 years

Possible Health Problems: hip dysplasia, cysts, cataracts, cancer, hypothyroidism

Possible Behavior Problems: excessive protective behavior — guarding of food, places, people, and objects,
dominance and challenges

Use today: Companion

First Bred For: ratting and guarding

Character Traits: an excellent livestock dog, learns reasonably easily, can be trained to retrieve on both land
and from water, very lively, affectionate, devoted, bold, throws himself into every situation with great
enthusiasm, excellent watchdog, highly inquisitive



Siberian Husky

Country of Origin: Siberia

Weight Range: 35-60 |bs

Height Range: 20-23.5 in

Lifestyle: Unsuitable for urban living; Thrives in cold
climates; Content to live/sleep outdoors; Requires lots
of physical exercise; Sheds a lot; Gets along well with
other dogs; Great for active, outdoorsy people;

Daily Exercise: 1 hour

Daily Care: brushing at least twice a week, combing

Eaf.‘-- ,1 i ! _ Tl !‘m.-,, hﬁ-ﬁ . during shedding season
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Sable/White, Red/Whlte White, Black Brown, Tri- coIors Brown/White, Copper/White, Gray/Black, Tan,
Tan/Black, Tan/White

Life Expectancy: 11-13 years

Possible Health Problems: hip dysplasia, progressive retinal atrophy, cataracts, corneal disorders, thyroid
deficiency, zinc-deficiency skin problems, glaucoma

Possible Behavior Problems: stubbornness and tendency toward boredom, destructiveness when left alone,
roaming, playful disobedience, howling, jumping on people, resistance to training

Use today: companion, sled racing, Arctic search and rescue, Antarctic expeditions

First Bred For: an endurance sled dog, capable of traveling long distances at moderate speed, carrying a light
load in low temperatures with a minimum expenditure of energy

Character Traits: valiant; can have blue, brown, hazel, or non-solid colored eyes; seldom barks, engages in
communal howling, very social, needs to have a “pack” or companion, affectionate, good company, runs fast,
not very territorial or protective; training must be done with patience, praise, and rewards




Breed Associated Health Concerns

Small Breeds
Poodle, Dachsund, Lhasa Apso, Maltese, Bichon, Chihuahua, Boston, Jack Russell, Min. Pinscher,
Pomeranian, Pug, Westie, Yorkie

Brachycephalic Syndrome, Herniated disc, Atopy (allergies), Patellar Luxation, Leggs-Perthes, Tracheal
Collapse, Dystocia, Cushings, Mitral Valve Regurgitation, Hypoglycemia, Diabetes, Otitis externa, Pigmentary
keratitis

Medium Breeds
Beagle, Bulldog, Cocker Spaniels, Schnauzer, Bassett Hound, Scottie, Springer Spaniel

Otitis externa, Atopy (allergies), Skin fold dermatitis, Glaucoma, Patellar Luxation, Cataracts, Dystocia,
Elongated Soft Palate

Large Breeds
Boxer, Chow, Doberman Pinscher, Labrador, German Shepherd, Golden Retrievers, Collie,
Dalmation, Pointer, Rottweiller, Weimaraner

Hip dysplasia, Gastric Dilatation and Volvulus, Cardiomyopathy, Hot Spots, Hypothyroidism, OCD, Entropion,
Boxer Ulcers, Spondylosis, Wobblers, Osteocarcoma, Lick Granulomas, Panosteitis, Deafness

Giant Breeds
Bullmastiff, Great Danes, Great Pyrenes, Newfoundland, Saint Bernard, Burnese Mountain Dog

Gastric Dilatation and Volvulus, Hip Dysplasia, Cardiomyopathy, OCD, Spondylosis, Osteocarcoma, Panosteititis



